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NEW YORK, NY – Theatre Communications Group (TCG) 
is pleased to announce the availability of Nina Raine’s 
Tribes, published by Nick Hern Books. Nominated for 
both the Olivier and Evening Standard Awards for Best 
Play, Tribes premiered at the Royal Court Theatre in 
London in 2011. Under the direction of David Cromer, the 
comic drama is currently receiving its North American 
premiere in New York City at Barrow Street Theatre 
through June 3, 2012. 

 
 

 
“There’s so much going on in Tribes that it’s almost overwhelming: intellect and sentiment, 
love and cruelty, witty zingers and biting put-downs. But in Nina Raine’s dazzling play, too 

much is a good thing… Tribes is pitch-perfect.”  
― New York Post 

 
In Tribes, Billy, who is deaf, is the only one who actually listens in his idiosyncratic, fiercely 
argumentative bohemian family. But when he meets Sylvia, who is going deaf, he decides he 
finally wants to be heard. With excoriating dialogue and sharp, compassionate insights, Nina 
Raine crafts a penetrating play about belonging, family and the limitations of communication.  

 
“In this provocative and original play, Raine keeps the ideas and the ironies coming until 
the final thrilling, paradoxical image. Raine’s gift is for penetration; she makes her story 

mean more than the social problem it dramatizes.” ― New Yorker 
 

Nina Raine is a British director and playwright. She was awarded the 2006 Evening Standard 
Award for Most Promising Playwright and the 2006 Critics’ Award for Most Promising 
Playwright. Her other plays include Rabbit and Tiger Country. 

 

 



For 50 years, Theatre Communications Group (TCG), the national organization for the 
American theatre, has existed to strengthen, nurture and promote the professional not-for-profit 
American theatre. TCG’s constituency has grown from a handful of groundbreaking theatres to 
nearly 700 member theatres and affiliate organizations and more than 12,000 individuals 
nationwide. TCG offers its members networking and knowledge-building opportunities through 
conferences, events, research and communications; awards grants, approximately $2 million per 
year, to theatre companies and individual artists; advocates on the federal level; and serves as the 
U.S. Center of the International Theatre Institute, connecting its constituents to the global theatre 
community. TCG is North America’s largest independent publisher of dramatic literature, with 11 
Pulitzer Prizes for Best Play on the TCG booklist. It also publishes the award-winning 
AMERICAN THEATRE magazine and ARTSEARCH®, the essential source for a career in the 
arts. In all of its endeavors, TCG seeks to increase the organizational efficiency of its member 
theatres, cultivate and celebrate the artistic talent and achievements of the field and promote a 
larger public understanding of, and appreciation for, the theatre. www.tcg.org  
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By Nina Raine 
Published by Nick Hern Books 
Distributed by TCG Books 
Paperback  112 pages 
$18.95  978-1-8482-121-9 
September 2011 
 
Also by Nina Raine, available from TCG Books:  
Rabbit 
$20.95  978-1-85459-935-3  paperback 
 

 
  
TCG books are exclusively distributed to the book trade by Consortium Book Sales and Distribution. Orders: 800-
283-3572. SAN number: 63170X. Individuals may call 212-609-5900 or visit our online bookstore at www.tcg.org. 
For postage and handling, please add $5.00 for the first book and $.50 for each additional copy. 
 

# # # 

 

http://www.tcg.org/

