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Ms. Chairman and distinguished members of the subcommittee, Theatre Communications Group 

– the national service organization for the American theatre – is grateful for this opportunity to 

submit testimony on behalf of our 493 not-for-profit member theatres across the country and the 

nearly 35 million audience members that the theatre community serves.  We urge you to 

support funding at $155 million for the National Endowment for the Arts for FY16. 
 

Indeed, the entire not-for-profit arts industry stimulates the economy, creates jobs and attracts 

tourism dollars.  The not-for-profit arts generate $135.2 billion annually in economic activity, 

support 4.13 million jobs and return $9.59 billion in federal income taxes.  Art museums, 

exhibits and festivals combine with performances of theatre, dance, opera and music to draw 

tourists and their consumer dollars to communities nationwide.  Federal funding for the arts 

creates a significant return, generating many more dollars in matching funds for each federal 

dollar awarded, and is clearly an investment in the economic health of America.  In an uncertain 

economy where corporate donations and foundation grants to the arts are diminished, and 

increased ticket prices would undermine efforts to broaden and diversify audiences, these federal 

funds simply cannot be replaced.  Maintaining the strength of the not-for-profit sector, along 

with the commercial sector, will be vital to supporting the economic health of our nation. 

 

Our country's not-for-profit theatres develop innovative educational activities and outreach 

programs, providing millions of young people, including "at-risk" youth, with important skills 

for the future by expanding their creativity and developing problem-solving, reasoning and 

communication abilities – preparing today's students to become tomorrow's citizens.  Our 

theatres present new works and serve as catalysts for economic growth in their local 

communities.  These theatres also nurture – and provide artistic homes for the development of – 

the current generation of acclaimed writers, actors, directors and designers working in regional 

theatre, on Broadway and in the film and television industries.  At the same time, theatres have 

become increasingly responsive to their communities, serving as healing forces in difficult times, 

and producing work that reflects and celebrates the strength of our nation's diversity.  
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Here are some recent examples of NEA grants and their impact: 

 

Thanks to a $20,000 grant from the NEA, Perseverance Theatre (PT) in Douglas, AK, was able 

to present the world premiere production of "Rush at Everlasting" by Alaskan playwright Arlitia 

Jones. The play follows an unlikely pair of women as they plot a bank heist against the backdrop 

of the Great Depression. Presented first as part of the theater's mainstage season in Juneau, the 

production also transferred to Anchorage as part of the third full season of programming at the 

Alaska Center for the Performing Arts. Perseverance Theatre has grown into Alaska’s largest 

professional theatre, serving over 17,000 artists, students and audiences annually. The theatre is 

also enhancing its education and training programs for youth and adults, providing learning 

opportunities on the Douglas stage and as the resident theatre at the University of Alaska 

Southeast. Perseverance is committed to engaging artistic work which speaks directly to the 

Alaskan experience. Perseverance was born as a grassroots organization, firmly planted in the 

community and state. PT occupies a unique place in the heart of Juneau’s artistic, cultural and 

social life. The theatre is committed to developing artists, volunteers, audiences, and plays 

reflective of the Alaskan community, as part of living its mission. As programming continues in 

Anchorage, Perseverance is becoming a truly Alaskan regional theatre. 

 

With a $10,000 Arts Works grant from the NEA, Southern Rep will produce Boudin: The New 

Orleans Music Project. This project asks music lovers from all over the world "How has New 

Orleans Music Saved Your Soul?"  The play's dedicated website, boudinmusicproject.com, 

features the answers to the prompt via photos, narratives, film and audio recordings. These first-

hand stories will culminate in a funny, poignant and powerful theatre production that celebrates 

the music, art, magic and history of the city. Presented in partnership with esteemed WWOZ 

90.7 FM Radio, Boudin is a mash-up of local visual art, storytelling, live New Orleans music and 

real stories. The NEA funding helps support the creation of this new work with 21 performances 

taking place during the city's historic Jazz Fest and it will be seen by up to 3,000 audience 

members. 

 

Oregon Children’s Theatre Company received a $10,000 grant from the NEA which enabled 

the theatre to present "Timmy Failure: Mistakes Were Made," an adaptation by playwright 

Finegan Kruckemeyer of an illustrated comic novel by Stephan Pastis. The book tells the story of 

Timmy Failure, a bumbling hero, his lazy polar bear partner, and his detective agency - Total 

Failure, Inc. The stage adaptation includes multimedia technology. The set was designed for 

remounting in nontraditional spaces, to accommodate potential touring beyond the premiere. 

Oregon Children's Theatre's mission is to advance growth, development and creativity through 

exceptional theater experiences. The theatre does this by presenting professional live theater for 

youth at a price affordable to schools and families. By introducing young people to the wonders 

of live theater, OCT enriches lives today while helping children develop a lifetime appreciation 

for the arts. Oregon Children's Theatre's audience is comprised primarily of school groups from 

17 Oregon and four Washington counties. School attendance averages more than 75,000 

annually, with ticket prices ranging from $6-$8. 

http://boudinmusicproject.com/
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Weston Playhouse Theatre in Weston, VT, was awarded a $20,000 NEA grant to support a 

production of Annie Baker's adaptation of "Uncle Vanya." The theatre also offered a series of 

engagement and learning opportunities, including a Teachers Workshop, performance and 

curriculum guides, director's talks and audience talkbacks. The production was a fresh take on a 

modern classic by Anton Chekhov and adapted by Annie Baker. For seven decades, in the heart 

of Vermont’s Green Mountains, the Weston Playhouse Theatre Company has done the 

improbable – created and sustained an acclaimed professional theatre in a village of 550 people. 

Now, strengthened by its deep roots in Vermont and in the American theatre landscape, the 

Company is taking the most important step in its history: to create a nationally recognized center 

for the development of the theatre arts. The Campaign for the Weston Theatre will create an 

Incubator for the Theatre Arts in Weston– a place where playwrights, directors, composers and 

librettists will come to work on their new works in the quiet rural environment away from the 

distractions of the city. The Weston Playhouse is now an award-winning regional theatre 

nationally known for its multi-stage summer festival and its year-round Education and New 

Works Programs.  

 

These are only a few examples of the kinds of extraordinary programs supported by the National 

Endowment for the Arts. Indeed, the Endowment’s Theatre Program is able to fund only 50% of 

the applications it receives, so 50% of the theatres are turned away because there aren’t sufficient 

funds. Theatre Communications Group urges you to support a funding level of $155 million for 

FY16 for the NEA, to maintain citizen access to the cultural, educational and economic benefits 

of the arts, and to advance creativity and innovation in communities across the United States.  

 

The arts infrastructure of the United States is critical to the nation’s well-being and its economic 

vitality. It is supported by a remarkable combination of government, business, foundation and 

individual donors. It is a striking example of federal/state/private partnership. Federal support for 

the arts provides a measure of stability for arts programs nationwide and is critical at a time 

when other sources of funding are diminished. Further, the American public favors spending 

federal tax dollars in support of the arts. The NEA was funded at $146 million in the FY15 

budget; however, it has never recovered from a 40% budget cut in FY96 and its programs are 

still under-funded. We urge the subcommittee to fund the NEA at a level of $155 million to 

preserve the important cultural programs reaching Americans across the country.  

 

Thank you for considering this request. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


