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PERFORMANCE TASKS

Performance tasks are, by definition, about assessing learning through actual practice. The key here is to articulate what the final student learning outcome(s) will be and work backwards from there to design classroom activities. The various skills that students need to know and be able to apply in order to achieve the unit goal are the assessable components of the performance task. In creating a performance assessment it is helpful to bear two things in mind:

1. Which skills are most important to assess? (Prioritize the assessment. Not everything needs to be assessed or assessed in the same way.)

2. Which tools can best capture the different levels of learning occurring in the unit of study? 

Performance tasks can draw upon a variety of assessment tools, such as surveys, checklists, rubrics, observation protocols. 

In this template, we use an example of a performance task generated for a curriculum unit for a specific long-term in-class residency program targeting high–school aged learners. The sample unit and performance task is in italics.







UNIT GOAL: Create a monologue adapted from a folktale.


___________________________________________


___________________________________________





SKILLS BEING TAUGHT IN UNIT: Adaptation (writing a monologue); Performing the monologue.


___________________________________________


___________________________________________





CLASS DEMOGRAPHICS:


Grade: High-School, many students are over-age for their grade


_____________________________


# of students: 24


_____________________________





PARAMETERS OF PROGRAM:


Length of class: 45 minutes 


_____________________________





Workshop # ____ out of  a total of ____ sessions.





POSSIBLE PRE-ASSESSMENT ACTIVITY:


Teaching artist performs a monologue in-class; students brainstorm elements that did or didn’t make this an effective performance


___________________________________________


___________________________________________








This is what the students will be doing in the overarching project or curriculum unit.





e.g., what do the students need to know and be able to do in order to successfully complete the unit goal?





How might you assess what the students already know?





This demonstrates transfer of knowledge. Can the students apply what they’ve learned to a different context?





POSSIBLE POST-ASSESSMENT:


Students create and perform a thematically linked performance piece composed of monologues adapted from a specific genre of source material. _____________________________________________


_____________________________________________





SKILLS NECESSARY TO COMPLETE THE PERFORANCE TASK:


1. Understanding of the overall story.


2. Understanding of dramatic structure


a. statement of problem (objective)


b. weighing of options


c. resolution


3. Using appropriate vocabulary for the character.


4. Memorization


5. Vocal choices.


6. Audibility


7. Articulation/Pronunciation


8. Sense of one’s audience.


9. Making physical choices for the character


10. Conveying context/mood/setting





_____________________________________________


_____________________________________________


_____________________________________________


_____________________________________________


_____________________________________________


_____________________________________________





Skills #1, 2 & 3 are writing skills. These can be assessed separately from the acting portion of the unit using a more in-depth instrument that captures the complexity of the task, e.g. a rubric 





Skills #4, 5 & 6 might be assessed along a continuum (assessing for change over time) or by using a simple checklist, e.g. was the student audible – yes or no?





Skills #8, 9 & 10 might be assessed using a peer or teacher observation protocol. This might allow for a nuanced assessment of visual evidence of student learning.








