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Interdisciplinary (Literacy and Theatre)/Multiple Performance Tasks/Portfolio Model: Meets National Standards
PROGRAM:


Theatre Basics

PROGRAM GOAL:
Educate the students on theatre as a community through the introduction of script writing, acting, and the technical elements of classroom dramatizations.

SCHOOL:


TEACHING ARTIST:

DATES:

Number of classes:

STUDENTS SERVED:

Start of the program:

End of the program:

ACTIVITIES:
Script Writing – Students work together to create a 3 – 5 minute play. The students will develop a plot with a clear beginning, middle, end, and conflict; including well defined characters.


Acting – Students participate in improvisation and other acting exercises leading up to performing the play being written (see script writing).

Technical Elements – Students learn about the different people involved in the production of a play, including: stage manager, light designer, costume designer, scenic designer, and props person. Students will design a set and costumes for the play being written (see script writing).

SKILL LEVEL:
Novice

BENEFIT TO 

STUDENTS:
Students gain an understanding and appreciation of a theatrical production. Learn the importance of teamwork, and find a way of expressing themselves through a positive creative outlet.

CRITERIA FOR

SUCCESS:
Students write a 3 – 5 minute play with a set and costumes designs and performed in front of an audience. Have a combined score of 40 or higher on the Script Writing, Acting, and Technical Elements Scoring Guides. Score 12 or higher on the Teaching Artist Rubric.

MEASUREMENT


TOOLS:
Script Writing, Acting, and Technical Elements Scoring Guides. Teaching Artist Observation Rubric

National Standards

NA-T.5-8.1: 
Script writing by planning and recording improvisations based on personal experience and heritage, imagination, literature, and history.

NA-T.5-8.2: 
Acting by assuming roles and interacting in improvisations

NA-T.5-8.3:
Designing by visualizing and arranging environments for classroom dramatizations

NA-T.5-8.4:
Directing by planning classroom dramatizations

NA-T.5-8.5:
Researching by finding information to support classroom dramatizations

NA-T.5-8.6:
Comparing and connecting art forms by describing theatre, dramatic media, and other art forms

NA-T.5-8.8:
Understanding context by recognizing the role of theatre in daily life

Theatre Basics 

Group: _______________________________________________________________________________

Literary, Performance, and Technical Elements Combined Score: __________

Teaching Artist Observation Score: __________

Script Writing Scoring Guide

	Writing Process

12 points possible
	Date Completed


	1

Attempts
	2

Produces
	3

Crafts
	4

Polishes

	Statement of intent
	
	
	
	
	

	Character profile
	
	
	
	
	

	Setting analysis
	
	
	
	
	

	Score:

	

	Final Draft

16 points possible
	Date Completed
	1

Attempts
	2

Produces
	3

Crafts
	4

Polishes

	Final Draft (4 pts for completion)
	
	
	
	
	

	Character(s)

* Complex and well defined

* Change and grow

* Have strong needs and wants
	
	
	
	
	

	Plot

* Clear beginning, middle, end

* Well defined conflict

* Plausible conclusion
	
	
	
	
	

	Setting

* Vivid and arresting
	
	
	
	
	

	Score:

	Total Score:


Acting Elements Scoring Guide

	Criteria

12 points possible
	1

Attempts
	2

Produces
	3

Crafts
	4

Polishes

	Vocal Skills

* Group speaks loudly and enunciates words clearly and confidently.
	
	
	
	

	Physical Skills

* Group demonstrates acute and accurate awareness of physical space and other performers.
	
	
	
	

	Understanding of Acting Elements

* Group able to communicate their knowledge of the performance elements by correctly completing the acting exercises.

* Group able to define drama terminology and give examples.
	
	
	
	

	Score:


Technical Elements Scoring Guide

	Criteria

12 points Possible
	1

Attempts
	2

Produces
	3

Crafts
	4

Polishes

	Costume Design Project

* Insightful and meets the needs of the characters
	
	
	
	

	Set Design Project

* Use of theatre space is efficient

* Required scenery pieces apparent 
	
	
	
	

	Understanding of Technical Elements

* Group is able to identify and describe the various careers in the technical theatre field

* Group is able to identify and describe the following technical elements: props, scenery, costumes, light and sound design, different stage configurations. 
	
	
	
	

	Score:


Teaching Observation Rubric

	Criteria

16 points possible
	1

Seldom
	2

Sometimes
	3

Often
	4

Always

	Energy and Focus

* Group participates actively, trying new things, volunteering and expressing positive energy.
	
	
	
	

	Listening and Responding

* Group actively listens, observes, and follows directions.

* Group shows good audience skills while others are performing.
	
	
	
	

	Interpretations and Imagination

* Group generates and offers ideas freely.
	
	
	
	

	Progressing/Learning Evidence

* Group asks relevant questions and promotes thoughtful discussions.

* Group makes connections with previous learning

* Group uses theatre vocabulary.
	
	
	
	

	Score:








