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A contest. A community. A call to action. 
 
For 50 years, World Theatre Day has been celebrating the power of theatre to strengthen cultural 
exchange and mutual understanding across borders. What began with UNESCO and the six founding 
centers of the International Theatre Institute (ITI) has grown into an international network of over 100 
countries and thousands of artists. For World Theatre Day 2012, Theatre Communications Group, home 
to the US Center of ITI, wants to hear from the generation of theatre-makers that will bring this legacy 
forward into the next 50 years. 
 
This is a generation that finds itself at a hinge point in history: never before has communication across 
borders been so easy. The local is increasingly global, with the consequences of political, environmental 
and economic actions reverberating across state lines. The essential human impulse of creative 
expression is finding new means of support and connection in the face of old systems of repression and 
control. 
 
Finding ourselves at this hinge point, we ask: could this next generation of theatre-makers be a 
Generation Without Borders? What role can theatre play in replacing old divisions with a vibrant 
interdependence?  
 
To explore these questions, we’re holding an essay contest for this Generation Without Borders. Theatre-
makers younger than 30 or currently enrolled in an educational institution or training program are invited 
to submit an essay less than 500 words responding to one or more of the following questions: 
 

• What does Generation Without Borders mean to you as a theatre-maker? 
 

• What borders will your generation of theatre artists transcend or transform, and what kind of work 
is necessary to create such change? 

 
• 50 years from now, when we look back at what this generation has accomplished, what will we 

say? 
 
Generation Without Borders is more than just a contest; it is also a call to action.  
 
As John F. Kennedy said in the speech that launched the Peace Corps, “The generation which I speak for 
has seen enough of warmongers. Let our great role in history be that of peacemakers.”  
 
We want to hear about the generation you speak for – what will be the great role in history for the theatre-
makers of the Generation Without Borders?  
 
Submission Process 
In response to the questions above, please create a document for your essay using a font no smaller than 
11-point.  Please include your name, contact information (street address, email), date of birth, university 
or training program affiliation (if applicable) and a brief bio of no more than 200 words with your 
submission.   
 
Submission files should be saved as LastName_FirstName and sent to wtd@tcg.org with the subject 
headline ‘WTD Essay Competition.’ Please do not fax or mail your essays; handwritten materials will not 
be accepted. Essay contest and prize winners will be notified by email.  
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Selection Process 
An international panel of artistic and cultural leaders will review the essays and select several that best 
resonate with TCG’s core value of Global Citizenship and the themes of Generation Without Borders. 
Those selected will be shared on TCG’s website, and some will be published in American Theatre 
magazine. Additional prizes will be awarded to randomly selected entries and participants will be invited 
into an online working group to further the conversations provoked by the essays. All essays must be 
received by March 9, 2012 to be considered; winners will be notified by March 15, 2012. 
 
Questions 
If you have any questions, please contact Jaki Bradley at wtd@tcg.org or visit the INTERNATIONAL 
section of www.tcg.org   
 
 
 
International Theatre Institute (ITI) was formed in 1948, when the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) joined with world-renowned theatre experts to form an international 
non-governmental organization in the field of the performing arts. The mission of ITI is to “promote 
international exchange of knowledge and practice in theatre arts in order to consolidate peace and 
friendship between peoples, to deepen mutual understanding and to increase creative cooperation 
between all people in the theatre arts.” Today, ITI consists of approximately 90 Centers worldwide. An ITI 
Center is made up of professionals active in the theatre life of a country and representative of all 
branches of the performing arts. 
 
The first World Theatre Day International Message was written by Jean Cocteau in 1962. Succeeding 
honorees include Arthur Miller (1963), Ellen Stewart (1975), Vaclav Havel (1994), Ariane Mnouchkine 
(2005), Sultan bin Mohammad Al Qasimi (2007), Augusto Boal (2009), Dame Judi Dench (2010), and 
Ugandan artist and humanitarian Jessica A. Kaahwa (2011). 
 
For 50 years, Theatre Communications Group (TCG), the national organization for the American 
theatre, has existed to strengthen, nurture and promote the professional not-for-profit American theatre. 
TCG’s constituency has grown from a handful of groundbreaking theatres to nearly 700 member theatres 
and affiliate organizations and more than 13,000 individuals nationwide. TCG offers its members 
networking and knowledge-building opportunities through conferences, events, research and 
communications; awards grants, approximately $2 million per year, to theatre companies and individual 
artists; advocates on the federal level; and serves as the US Center of the International Theatre Institute, 
connecting its constituents to the global theatre community. TCG is North America’s largest independent 
publisher of dramatic literature, with 11 Pulitzer Prizes for Best Play on the TCG booklist. It also publishes 
the award-winning AMERICAN THEATRE magazine and ARTSEARCH®, the essential source for a 
career in the arts. In all of its endeavors, TCG seeks to increase the organizational efficiency of its 
member theatres, cultivate and celebrate the artistic talent and achievements of the field and promote a 
larger public understanding of, and appreciation for, the theatre. For more information visit www.tcg.org . 


