
 

 

 

Please join Blue Star Families and Theatre Communications Group on April 8 at 7:30pm 

for an evening of theatre written by Veterans. 

 

This will be a moving and poignant event including a post-show discussion with the artists 

and veteran writers who helped create a world premiere play, DON JUAN COMES HOME 

FROM IRAQ. 

 

This program is free and is intended for adult audiences. 

 

An Evening of Stage Writing by Veterans 

 
This evening of stage writing by veterans was created as a special event, in conjunction with the 
world premiere play, DON JUAN COMES HOME FROM IRAQ. In 2013, playwright Paula Vogel 
conducted four stimulating two-day “boot camp” writing workshops with veterans – including an 
introduction to playwriting and dramatic technique. The following spring, she conducted a two-
day “bake off,” a more advanced event in which participants are given 24-28 hours to write a 
play based on a classical motif, some background research and seven required elements - 
actions, settings, props, etc. Eight veterans who had taken part in a boot camp, also took part in 
the bake off and created a compelling collection of plays. Selections from this work, plus work of 
some additional veterans, will be read aloud by the cast of DON JUAN COMES HOME FROM 
IRAQ at The Wilma Theater in Philadelphia on April 8, an event that is free and open to the 
public.  

  

Background on the Creation Process of DON JUAN COMES HOME FROM IRAQ 

 
From its conception, the process that led to DON JUAN COMES HOME FROM IRAQ was 
designed to include input from veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan through writing workshops led 
by Paula Vogel, using techniques that have made her one of the leading playwriting teachers in 
the U.S. for three decades.  

The process included interactions with close to 40 veterans of these conflicts and several 
spouses. Some elements from their stories found their way into the play or the actors’ 
conception of their characters. Vogel listened to music they listened to on deployment while she 



was writing, and some of this music is now a part of the sound design. Two veterans helped the 
cast learn the rudiments of drilling and covering your sector outside the wire. Another worked 
intensively with costumes and props in selecting uniforms, insignia and weapons. Collectively, 
they even helped answer questions such as “what do female troops wear to sleep on 
deployment?” A community was created along with a stirring piece of theatre.  
 

Description of DON JUAN COMES HOME FROM IRAQ 

Pulitzer Prize-winner Paula Vogel joins creative forces with Wilma Artistic Director Blanka Zizka, 
along with a full company of actors and designers, to develop a World Premiere production, 
DON JUAN COMES HOME FROM IRAQ. Playing with time and space, this is a tale of one 
Marine’s return home from war and discovery that his lover is missing. Searching for her, he 
embarks on a surrealistic tour through the streets and history of Philadelphia. This collaborative 
project is inspired by DON JUAN RETURNS FROM THE WAR (written in 1936 by Bertolt 
Brecht’s younger contemporary Ödön von Horváth) and grounded in the experiences of recent 
veterans who often return from Iraq or Afghanistan to a home where most of the population has 
little direct connection with war.  

http://www.wilmatheater.org/production/don-juan-comes-home-iraq  

Please email Laura Roberts with questions:  lroberts@bluestarfam.org 

Where: 

The Wilma Theater 

265 South Broad Street 

Philadelphia, PA  

United States  

When: 

4/8/2014 7:30 PM    
 

 

 

http://www.wilmatheater.org/production/don-juan-comes-home-iraq

