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New from TCG Books:  
The Shadow of the Hummingbird by Athol Fugard 

 
NEW YORK, NY – Theatre Communications Group (TCG) 
is pleased to announce the publication of The Shadow of the 
Hummingbird, a new work by Athol Fugard, “the greatest 
living playwright in the English-speaking world” (Time 
magazine). The play is currently in the midst of its world 
premiere at Long Wharf Theatre in New Haven, CT, and will 
run through April 27, 2014. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Legendary theatre artist Athol Fugard returns to the stage for the first time in fifteen years in this, 
his latest work. The Shadow of the Hummingbird tells the story of an ailing man in his eighties 
and the afternoon spent with his ten-year-old grandson. In a charming meditation on the beauty 
and transience of the world around us, Fugard continues to mine the depths of the human spirit 
with profound empathy and heart. The text of the play includes an introductory 
Prelude by Paula Fourie with extracts from Fugard’s unpublished notebooks. 
 

 
Athol Fugard has been working in the theatre as a playwright, director and actor for more 
than 50 years. His plays include Blood Knot, Boesman and Lena, Statements After an Arrest 
Under the Immorality Act, Sizwe Banzi Is Dead, ‘Master Harold’…and the Boys, The Road to 
Mecca, My Children! My Africa!, The Blue Iris and, most recently, The Train Driver. 
 

# # # 
For over 50 years, Theatre Communications Group (TCG), the national organization for the American 
theatre, has existed to strengthen, nurture and promote the professional not-for-profit American theatre. 
TCG’s constituency has grown from a handful of groundbreaking theatres to nearly 700 member theatres 
and affiliate organizations and more than 12,000 individuals nationwide. TCG offers its members 
networking and knowledge-building opportunities through conferences, events, research and 

“Athol Fugard can say more with a single line than most playwrights convey in an 
entire script.”― Variety 

“If there is a more urgent and indispensable 
playwright in world theatre than South Africa’s 
Athol Fugard, I don’t know who it could be.” 

― Newsweek 
 

 



communications; awards grants, approximately $2 million per year, to theatre companies and individual 
artists; advocates on the federal level; and serves as the U.S. Center of the International Theatre Institute, 
connecting its constituents to the global theatre community. TCG is North America’s largest independent 
publisher of dramatic literature, with 12 Pulitzer Prizes for Best Play on the TCG booklist. It also 
publishes the award-winning AMERICAN THEATRE magazine and ARTSEARCH®, the essential 
source for a career in the arts. In all of its endeavors, TCG seeks to increase the organizational efficiency 
of its member theatres, cultivate and celebrate the artistic talent and achievements of the field and 
promote a larger public understanding of, and appreciation for, the theatre. For more information visit 
www.tcg.org 

The Shadow of the Hummingbird 
by Athol Fugard 
Paperback 64 pages 
$13.95  978-1-55936-482-9 
eBook  978-1-55936-795-0 
April 2014 
 
Other titles by Athol Fugard, available from TCG: 
 
Blood Knot and Other Plays  $15.95  978-1-55936-020-3 
 
The Captain’s Tiger  $10.95   978-1-55936-164-4 
 
Cousins (hardcover)  $19.95  978-1-55936-132-3 
 
Exits and Entrances  $13.95  978-1-55936-319-8 
 
A Lesson from Aloes  $14.95  978-1-55936-001-2 
 
Marigolds in August/The Guest  $10.95  978-1-55936-059-3   

 
My Children! My Africa!  $14.95  978-1-55936-014-2 
 
Notebooks  $10.95  978-1-55936-012-8 
 
The Road to Mecca  $13.95  978-0-93045-279-7 
 
Sorrows and Rejoicings  $13.95  978-1-55936-208-5 
 
Statements  $14.95  978-0-930452-261-2 
 
The Train Driver and Other Plays $17.95 
Paperback  978-1-55936-386-0 
eBook  978-1-55936-732-5 

 
TCG books are exclusively distributed to the book trade by Consortium Book Sales and Distribution. Orders: 800-283-3572. SAN number: 
63170X. Individuals may call 212-609-5900 or visit our online bookstore at www.tcg.org. For postage and handling, please add $6.50 for the first 
book and $1.00 for each additional copy. 
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